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DNA Update 
by James Edgar (Editor) 
 
I said this recently in an email, and it bears repeating. άWell, well, well!έ  
The deeper we go, the more interesting it gets. We have a new Haplogroup in ElaineΩs family ð R1a. 
This group must be close to the R1b, but far enough away to be a distinct group. So far, there are no 
known connections to ElaineΩs family, apparently from northern Poland, long before there were 
political borders. It must have been about the time the last ice age was ending that her people started 
to roam. She says she always knew she was unique, and now she has irrefutable proof of that! 
 
In addition to Elaine, we have G.C. Edgar of Texas, coming in as another R1b ς a Celt. But again, not 
close enough to be a close relative of the oneΩs we already know about. Which leads into Steve EdgarΩs 
ƴŜȄǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΧ 
 

Bosnian group 
by Steve Edgar (of Crewe) 
 
IΩve had a play around with the DNA matches for our I and I1b cousins. There is still some work to be 
done by the DNA lab as to the origins of this group. That aside, letΩs look at the matches (IΩve removed 
all the 100% matches and concentrated on the differences). From the άMatch %έ column it is obvious 
they are the same family. 
Look at the end column, in red. This shows the number of matches there are. Where RobertΩs family 
are from is a guess τ possibly Ireland. AlfredΩs, EllenΩs, DavidΩs, and JohnΩs family are all related pretty 
closely and we know in Ireland. David and John are closer to each other than Ellen. 
We know that David and John share an ancestor. We have the record of this person from their 
personal family trees. We went to see them in May 2007, knocked on their doors, and asked for a DNA 
sample! They said yes and gave us their history as well. David Edgar told us that his sister, Ann, had 
married John, both surnamed Edgar. But, that they had no known relations. The DNA disproves this τ 
we can confirm that they (David and Ann, plus John) share a common ancestor! 
EllenΩs ancestor was either a brother/father/cousin/uncle and AlfredΩs was also of the same sort of 
match, but a generation apart. 
What we need to do now is collate the data from the five families and look for similarities in forenames 
and make up a family tree. There is usually a commonality in family forenames, whenever a new name 
turns up it is usually the brideΩs fatherΩs name. (My Edgars all got called Joseph. A Benjamin William 
Edgar suddenly appeared from nowhere, Joseph married Elizabeth James. Guess what her fatherΩs 
names was? Benjamin William James!) 
If we can collate all the names we can come up with into a respectably accurate family tree for this 
family. I have the data for Alfred, David, and John. Now I need the data from Ellen and Sandy. Please 
can you send it to me? 
 
 

Name Match                                          

I Robert Allen Edgar (Sandy Payne) 100% 16 17 15 31 11 - 12 - - - 26 28 - 16 - 22 14 - - -  

I1b Alfred Edgar (Argentina) 91.20% 16 16 14 30 11 15 12 17 14 10 25 28 32 16 12 22 14 19 11 15 11 

I Ellen Walker 85.30% 15 16 14 30 10 15 11 17 14 10 26 27 32 16 12 22 14 19 11 15 15 

I David Edgar (Annalong, N.I.) 82.40% 15 16 14 30 10 15 11 17 13 10 26 27 32 17 12 22 14 19 11 15 17 

I John (Archibald John) Edgar  78.20% 15 16 14 30 10 15 11 17 13 10 - 27 32 17 12 - 15 19 11 15 20 

A rainbow taken through the side-
view mirror of our rental car. Steve 
and I were on our way in May 2007 
from Kilkeel to Armagh to see a 
cousin and her family (another Edgar 
descendant), Steven and Ruth Ann 
Semple. There must be a pot of gold 
there somewhere! 



 

Musings on Project Results 
by Bill Edgar, Melbourne, Australia 
(EditorΩs note ς this was written before the latest DNA results for Elaine, G.C., John, and Steve AUS) 
 
I have been looking at our project results to see how useful the information is so far, and where our 
project is leading us. We have been concentrating on Edgars with Northern Irish ancestors to date and 
it is interesting we have three haplotype groups with five members each.  Note, I have included άIέ and 
άI1aέ in the one group. Original listings had more at I1a, but were changed back to I for an unknown 
reason. We also have the Mediterranean or Greek group with two members. I have sorted each group 
member so they match as closely as I can arrange them. As there are five in each group I have used 3 
or more of the same number to be the main number with two or less matching recorded as a Variation. 
The number of Variations reflects the distance in generations we are from one another. DNA Heritage, 
another DNA testing company, quotes on total matches with their various tests as being, at 43 markers 
you are within 4 generations, matches at 25 markers are 6.9 generations, 21 markers matched are 8.3 
generations, 12 markers matched are 14.4 generations and 10 markers are 17.3 generations. 
Variations or mutations can vary from generation to generation for various reasons, including the 
number of children born or other external reasons, including Agent Orange, or other industrial 
contamination, or even άno known reason.έ This all makes our results quite exciting when you look 
how close some of us are. 
 
I1b are our closest group with Bill (Melb) 1 variation, James (Melville) 2 variations, Jacky (Benagh) 2 
variations, Mel (Cincinnati) 2 variations, and Steve (Toronto) 8 variations. 
 
I and I1b Robert (Sandy Payne) did not have the full 43-marker test. I did not say the number of 
variations, as it would differ from other samples. Alfred (Argentina) has 6 variations, Ellen Walker 1 
variation, David (Annalong) 2 variations and John (Kilkeel) 4 variations. The interesting thing with this 
group is Ellen is the άlynch pinέ between Robert & Alfred to David & John as the numbers match to 
either sets. With examination of άknownέ old family details we may get to see where they meet. 
 
 R1b  This group has our widest variations James (Glasgow) 9 variations,  Lee (Kilkeel) 10 variations, 
Charles (Frankie) 11 variations, and Gwen (NSW) together with Richard (Tandragee) both 12 variations. 
The άCelticέ group is far apart and it is ironic that two of the earliest samples taken still have the most 
variations. 
 
E3b  Our DNA Project Coordinator Steve of Crewe now at last has a mate in Norman from Georgia τ 
they have 5 variations. SteveΩs parentΩs postman is now off the hook. 
 
The need to exchange άearly family history dataέ will help tie us together and make that difficult, slow, 
march back in time we all want to achieve.  Because Bill and Jacky have a proven documented match, 
James and now Mel are very close to being able to match. Early family Christian names in Bill & JackyΩs 
family match JamesΩs family. We have a list of names for the area so think we have the match. 
 
Ellen is important to her group; we must be able to find a match there soon. 
 
R1b needs more tests to get closer matches, they may not be far away, who knows? 




