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DNA Update 
by James Edgar (Editor)( jamesedgar@sasktel.net) 
 

Since last issue at the end of January, we were awaiting results from two DNA 
testers ï Jennifer Dettaôs uncle Bob from B.C., and Peter Edgar of Australia. 
 
Uncle Bob is one of the Celtish R1b types, who doesnôt appear to be related to 
anyone on our previous tests. One has to realize that the R1b is very wide-
spread across the world and within family groups, so it isnôt surprising that there 

should be many unrelated people in our project. What is surprising is that theyôre all named 
Edgar! How did that come about? Press on, gentle reader ï Steveôs revelation below (Swan & 
Edgar) will help clear away some of the murkiness. 
 
Peter Edgar, on the other hand, is my cousin. Weôre not exactly sure when he and I converge 
in the distant past, but the results posted on the Relative Genetics site show him as a 74.5% 
match to me, and the same to Bill in Melbourne and Jackie in Kilkeel. Heôs a little closer to Mel 
in Cincinnati, but hereôs the great surprise ï not even close to Steve in Toronto! What does 
that tell us? Likely that a separation long ago took Peterôs ancestors to a different part of 
Scotland than Wedderlie. Was this a branch of Edgars that settled in Dumfriesshire? 
 
I estimate Peterôs connection to me at about 1000 years ago, and SteveTOôs at about 750 
years ago. How did I arrive at those figures, you might well ask? Well, one generation, on 
average, is 25 years. 25 times 40 is 1000 years. The Relative Genetics site gives SteveTO and 
me that ñMost Likelyò assessment ï 40 generations (1000 years) to find a common ancestor.  
 
Of course, these are probabilities. What if there were fewer generations (more years per 
generation)? That certainly makes sense based on my own ancestry; I have four generations 
in nearly 175 years ï gr-gr-grandfather Charles Edgar was born in 1772; his son James Edgar 
was born in 1805; his son Charles Stephen Edgar was born in 1848; my dad was born in 1906; 
and I was born in 1946. That shoots a large hole in the 25 years/generation estimate! 
 
Back to SteveTO: if we use a higher figure ð 35 years per generation ð then he and I could 
converge at a lower estimated value: perhaps 750 years ago (21 generations). Using the same 
years-per-generation value, I estimate Peterôs relationship at 28 generations back (1000 
years). It makes just as much sense, perhaps even more, to use 35 years/generation than the 
25-year figure. Again, itôs all probabilities and not ñcarved in stone,ò as the saying goes. Your 
guess is as good as mine ð what do you say? 
 

More from DNA.Ancestry.com 
 
In speaking with Darlene Odenwalder this past week, I found out that we can obtain test kits 
for our use when SteveUK and I go knocking on Scottish doors in May. Plus, she says the site, 
once our family project is migrated over from Relative Genetics, will include a ñchat room,ò 
where we can post blogs, newsletters, photos, etc. ð a new way for us all to keep in touch, to 
share stories and information. 
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DNA Trust Fund 
by Steve Edgar of Weston, Crewe (banjos at edgarhome.fsnet.co.uk) 
 

The Edgar DNA Trust Fund, set up some while ago, received some very generous 
donations from a lot of Edgars and their relatives. The idea behind collecting the money 
was to give us a kitty to spend on testing. Many people canΩt see spending $199 US for a 
test they simply cannot afford, even though they are interested. The fund gave us the 

power to select likely candidates and find out their past. The money set us up to do some random 
testing last year in and around Kilkeel in Northern Ireland. 
 
We wanted to discover the origins of the Edgars in the town. There were lots of them and, from the 
DNA test, we found that they were just as varied as the results we see from all over the world. 
 
At the time, we did not have the diversity of Edgars we see now, and more and more testing is going to 
be needed. James and I do a lot of persuading and cajoling just to get a person to agree to a test. It 
would be nigh on impossible to get them to agree to pay as well. (JamesΩs power of persuasion is a 
deadly weapon at anything less than 100 yards τ good, but not that good!) 
 
We have sponsored $1500 worth of testing so far, either by total payment or a 50/50 split τ it works 
well, but cash has run out. We have no funds left for any more testing. 
 
Crunch time!!! IΩll bet you can guess whatΩs coming next! 
 
We need money, not necessarily lots from individuals, but a regular cash flow τ $5 or $10 per month 
from lots of people will really give us what we need. We have a list of people we want to test from all 
over the world. James and I will be going back to Ireland and Scotland in May to find some candidates 
for testing. Scotland is our άhome,έ and with luck, with the right person, we may get some really good 
details of the DNA within the Sanquhar area. This, coupled with the joining of our DNA details onto the 
DNA.Ancestry.com site, opens up a massive database of information. JamesΩs details are below. If you 
want to contribute, feel free to do so, but if you donΩt want to set up a formal donation, how about 
putting a $20 bill in an envelope and just posting it to James? Ensure you make cheques payable to 
άJames Edgar.έ 
 
JAMES EDGAR 
PO BOX 2254 
MELVILLE SK  S0A 2P0 
CANADA 
 
Steve UK 
 
 



Received from Gwen Edgar a couple of weeks ago... 
 

Hi 

This is a short history as I know it of my Edgars. 

We believe David Edgar was born about 1797/1801 Belfast Ireland. 

He married Mary Muckle* who was born also in Belfast about 1801/1803. 

Among their children was Samuel born in Belfast 1824/1825. 

He married Marion Eaglesham* 27-10-1849 Renfrew Paisley Scotland. 

Their son David was born 8-7-1851 Glasgow Scotland. 

They came to Australia in 1852 David was about one year old. 

All 3 are buried in the Mallee area of Victoria. 

David had a son David who had a son David (my father) who had a son David who had a son David who 

is now 19 so it may not be many years before there is another άDavidέ! 

I have been able to trace the Australian history quite well but have not been able to find any 

information on the Scottish or Irish part of our history, so please, if you come across any information, 

let me know. I do have hopes of getting to the UK within the next year or so. 

Gwen 

 

* spellings may vary 

 
 
 
And Gwen supplied these photos... 
 

Samuel Edgar 

Born 1823/1824 Belfast, Ireland 
Died Australia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Edgar 
Born 1851 Glasgow, Scotland 

Died Australia.


