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DNA Update
by James Edgar (Editor)(jamesedgar@sasktel.net)

Interest in our DNA project continues to grow, with prodding and suggestions

from people like you and me. Joyce Phipps of Texas encouraged her cousin,

Jim Edgar of Pine Mountain, Georgia, to submit his DNA for analysis. | have

word the swabs have been received at DNA.Ancestry.com, so we should see

' the results soon. SteveUK is fond of making wagers on the outcome i contact

him at banjos@edgarhome.fsnet.co.uk i f dycare @ follow up. Will Jim be

E3b, I1a, I1lb,orR1 b ? Who knows?? 1 6dm willing to make a
Fr anki e sSaniyyseme®fwhom wentto Alabama, but one or two stragglers may have

stayed behind in Georgia. Her cousin Charles Edgar tested as R1b.

On another front, in my role as National Secretary of The Royal Astronomical Society of

Canada, | regularly receive a membership list. | had long noticed on the list another Jim Edgar

in St. Johnos, Ne wf o u telepghaneddhim alastdweek @obdestrib® our I
geneal ogi cal i nterest, and to see i f hedod 1ike
and, yes, he wants to get his DNA analyzed! He tells me his family came to Newfoundland

from Oxford, England, in 1810. Could this be a new line? Perhaps we have a connection to

King Edgar | the Peaceful of Englandd woul dndét t hat be interesting?
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_of England

It turns out this second Jim has more in common with us than
name only; he shares a passion for WWI history with Richard
Edgar of Tandragee, Northern Ireland, who also has an abiding
interest in the happenings during the Battle of the Somme. Jim
has researched the three Edgars who died in Belgium on 1916
July 1. That date is carved in stone for Newfoundlanders, as it
marks the day that the 1st Battalion of the Newfoundland
Regiment was almost completely annihilated in the fighting at
Beaumont-Hamel 8 of the 780 present on July 1, only 68 were
able to answer roll call the following day.

Richard recently wrote to us: fthis year | will not be the only
Edgar on the western front; | will be visiting Verdun, Ypres and Somme this June and July. |
have a picture somewhere which | took of the memorial stone underneath the Caribou in
Newfoundland Park; in the picture you can read the name Edwin Edgar, one of the
Newfoundlanders lost on the 1st July 1916, Edwin has no known grave. Newfoundland Park is
a lunar landscape, over the years the rain and grass have rounded off the craters and
trenches, but you still get a good impression of the battlefield. The Caribou calling for her lost
young is a very moving monument.o

More information is available here from Veterans Affairs Canada
Www.vac-acc.gc.ca/remembers/sub.cfm?source=memorials/wwlmem/beaumonthamel#3
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Edgars and Pewter

by Steve Edgar of Weston, Crewe (banjos at edgarhome.fsnet.co.uk)
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7 . | | regularly trawl the Internet
= 3SI NODKAY3 TF2N
see what turns up, | have even tried it G
eBay with some good results (try hut

R2y Qli o6AR I 3FAyal 0 2 dz=
a small glass bottle made for

pharmacist in Kent in the 1800s with t
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his namesake, James, our Editor
Canada. (This Edgar in Kent must
worth some researchl, think they would
likely have belongd to the Edgars from Ipswich.) There are some other various Edgar
related items that that can be bought from sites like eBay.

Another item | bought was a oRa@nt pewter measuring jug, made by the company of
Edgar& 8y Ay . NARa(G2ftd® L RAR F o0A0 2F |y Ly
find that they were trading at the end of the 1700s and early 1800s. They had no prior
history, they just appeared in the city.

Pewter is an alloy of lead and tin, and veagensively used as tableware in times past. It
Is soft, easily worked, and is less brittle than clay pottery. (Broken pottery is so common
that archaeological digs are dated by the pottery found in them). Pewter was an answer

to this durability problemAnother material used was silver, but obviously at an higher
price. (Silver also has the advantage of having an antiseptic quality.) Pewter utensils
could stand being used and abusethey lasted longer andvere easier to clean than



