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Many thanks for all your positive comments 

about the first issue and thanks for the 
contributions received so far, but please keep 
sending them in, the more the merrier !  
I have had some genealogy success in the UK 
with a web site called Genes Reunited. This is 
a site where you publish your known family 
tree and then the computer searches a 
massive database of all the other family trees 
and finds matches, it Emails you and the other 
person to check on details and then you 
contact each other for collaboration. It hasn't 

done me any good so far on my Edgar roots 
but has turned up a complete new family  in 
Stockport, England for my Coups' and 
Schofield relations (whom I didn't know  I 
had!) It has about 1000 Edgars on it , so far, 
from all over, who knows ð they might match 
your family! The annual subscription is £10 UK 
(approx $15 US), very good value for money 
and it also allows you to share your family 
trees with others. You can log on without 
paying to have a look. The Web site is 
detailed below. 

www.genesreunited.com/genesreunited.asp?wci=genesmain  
 
 
We do need more DNA samples to verify and research what we know. The DNA test is a 
simple cheek swab, sent to Relative Genetics in Salt Lake City. It costs $195 US and is 

http://www.genesreunited.com/genesreunited.asp?wci=genesmain


paid directly to them. I am the project coordinator and will make the arrangements for the 
kit to be sent to you. 

 
DNA Research and Known History  
 
History so far. 
 
We know that some Edgars are definitely related to Cospatrickôs son, Edgar, in 1250. The proof 

of this is John Edgar in Toronto (calls himself Steve) and his accurate family tree, this tree traces 

his line back. Our original concept was to find how all the other Edgars fitted into this known 

history as we assumed that all Edgars shared this common ancestry.  

The DNA research, so far, proves this theory to be wrong, a disappointment in a way, but an 

exciting opening in another. (I think we were all a bit optimistic in this original expectation as it 

would have been fairly unique in the annals of genealogical research!)  The history is that these 

Edgars originated in the Lammermuir Hills area, south of Edinburgh in Scotland. They set up 

home at Wedderlie, near Berwick on Tweed, moved to Nithsdale in Dumfries and Galloway, SE 

Scotland. There is some confusion in Dumfries and Galloway as to some Edgars that may have 

been already there. The research I have done is not clear, there may well have been Edgars 

already settled there. Possibly descendants from King Edgar? 

Edgar is a forename.  In the days when surnames were being invented, the suffix 'son' was often 

used, Jameson, Williamson, etc. Other names were taken from professions, Smiths, Cartwrights, 

etc. Very often the suffix was dropped, Williams, Jones, etc.  Edgarsson is a bit of  a mouthful! 

The 'son' may well have dropped. Also in the equation are regional dialects and illiteracy. I 

personally experienced this in Ireland. We asked an Ulsterman to give us directions to Jacky 

Edgarôs house, he pronounced it 'Odger'! I didnôt think much on this at the time until I was taking 

to a customer in England whose name was Odger and would you believe it, came from Ireland! 

Imagine, way back in time, an illiterate person talking to a scribe to record some detail. Scribes 

were travellers and may well have 'mis-heard' the name. Adair, Eggar, Odger, Edgers were all 

thought to derive from Edgaréperhaps itôs the other way round !!!! 



 

Some Edgars of old.  

Richard Edgar was a witness to the marriage of Robert the Bruce. 

Robert the Bruce's brother conquered Ireland with the aid of Richard Edgarôs brother/cousin 

King Edgar 

 

 

So, given the above, letôs look at the DNA results

 
Below is a table taken from the Relative Genetics Web site of the results of the DNA tests so far 
 

Name Haplogroup 

  

Robert Allen Edgar I1c 

Ellen Walker I1c 

James Edgar (Melville) I1a 

John Edgar (Toronto) I1a 

Gwen Edgar R1b 

Steve Edgar (UK) E3b 

 

 
I1a.The DNA on John in Toronto is Group I1a, which shows an origin based in Northern 

Norway. This pretty much matches in with what we know and would expect from the descent 
from Crinan in 1000AD. His direct male ancestors could well have been Vikings/Norsemen in 
origin. Also matching into this is James Edgar and his family in Western Canada 
 

 
Haplogroup I1a origins 



 
I1c. The DNA results from Robert Allen and Ellen Edgar prove that they are related at some 

time in the past. Their origin is Saxony in N. Europe, home of the Saxons and Vikings. This also 
fits in with the Edgar history, but they are of a different line than John and James. There is a 
story I heard that some Edgars came from Hannover I think (I know it was a N German town). I 
always thought that these were Edgars settled in Germany and then migrating out. Could it be 
their origin? 

 
Haplogroup I1c  origins  
 

 
R1b.  The DNA from Gwen Edgarôs family shows a Celtic origin. This again fits in with what we 

know and expect of the Edgar origins and stories, but shows an entirely different line. The Celts 
were among the original settlers in Europe. They are now the direct ancestors of the Welsh, 
Irish, Basques, and Pictish Scots. How this fits in with the Edgars as a whole I donôt know. 

 
Haplogroup R1b origins  
 


