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Editordés not e: The f oNilllarosyw Witkigsony Witkins raadc Wilkes, eadl
from Richard Edgar of Tandragee, Northern different ways of saying my William's children.
Ireland as an email on 2007 June 6.

In Scotland many familieadopted a different
| have been as surprised as anyone by the approach to this surname selection. Many Scots
fact that thee is not a commwo ancestor lived in clans, these were not necessarily a single
from which all Edgas are descended, | have related family group, often they were a social
been reading up on surnames recently and community grouping of unrelated famei$ that
now this is my theory, please feel free to survived by coming together to help and protect
feedback if you agree or dpae. each other, very octh a safety in numbers

approach.
Why all these different origins? Surnames
only became common inEngland in When it came to surname selection many of these
Norman times (11th Century) At this time  Scots took on the name of the clan leader or chief.
manor courts were established, these were It is my theory that this is what the Edgar family
created to help control the local people, part did, because of this we can have individuals who
of the control they imposed was written are descended from (& Norsemen, Saxons,
records on the ownership of land and Romans and Normans. The Edgar family does
property, because of this it was imfzont to not have a common genetic ancestor, | believe it
be able to identify yourself as the person the has a single common namesake ancestor, this
records referred to, this resulted in people individual was the head of the clan at the time of
taking what we now know as surnames. the introduction of surnames, his clan tookhis
This was important if you wanted to ensure  name and it was Edgar.
that property and land was passed on from

one generation to the next withigour It must be remembed that the people of Britain
family; and so it was that the surname was are mix of many people who have come to these
also passed from father son. shores since the dawn of mankind, there is no pure

British race, rather a social mix of elements of all

In England these names were at first simple the peoples who have settléin the British Isles
references to the either the per&on over the years.

profession.e.g. Fletcher (the arrow maker),

Cooper (the barrel maker), Tayloand Richard Edgar

Baker. Arother version was the reference to

the fatheés name, William's ancestors

would have surnames like Williamson,

other Edgars in the town stated that they were
New DNA Results not related. This seemed_like a good place to
by Steve Edgar start, we can prove them right or wrong.

We tested Lee, Davjcand John on the basis

Thanks to the three random tests we did in that they also denied any common _relatlonshlp

n . each other in f.act
|l rel and webre starting EOE 2o wadnll € Sense iIn 't
John Edgar, who was no relation.

DNA results.
We centred our tests on Kilkeel, Chown. It The first sebf results are I1a the Vikings.
has moreEdgar s than you can AdAshake a stick

ato t hey are everywhere. We know that t he
Edgars in Benagh, near Kilkeel are Ila, but
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Steve in Toronto is a direct descentaf
Crinan in 100QAD. James, Billand Jacky are
related to him in about 1208D.

Bill and Jacky share an ancestor, Arthur, in
1780/ 1800 and Jamesos
be a cousin/uncle to Arthur. Because of our
written records we can be pretty ertain of
these predictions.

Name Match%
I1a James Edgar (Melville, Can) 100%

I1a Bill (WS) Edgar (Australia) 95.40%
I1a Jacky Edgar (Benagh N.I.) 93.10%
I1a (Steve)John Edgar (Toronto, Can) 81.40%

Next we come to theand I1b

There is some confusion as to the haplogroup
origins, but most likely they are central
European. Looking at the resylt®avid and
Ellen sharean ancestor in around 1780/1800;
Alfred and Robert Allen are also related, but
way back in the 14008D0s. We will need
more tests to tighten things up. | have data
from David and | will compare it with Ellén
datad perhaps we can find the match.

Name Match%

| David Edgar (Annalong, N.1.)) 100% I
I1c Ellen Walker 95.40% I
I1b Alfred Edgar (Argentina) 83.80% I11b
I1c Robert Allen Edgar 82.40% I

Alfred and Robert connect back to a link which
would have been cousinsr 2nd cousins in
maybe 1700/1750 or so

100% 11b
91.20% I

I1b Alfred Edgar (Argentina)
I1c Robert Allen Edgar

Thirdly the R1b group

The result at first looks confusing as they are
all the same haplogroup but unrelated. But how
can this be? The simple answer is that they are
all R1b, but this group is the oldethey were

the original people of Europe, they all share
very old common ancestor who is too far back
in time to shownatchingon our data.

Name Match%
R1b Gwen Edgar (NSW, Aus) 100%
R1b Richard Edgar (TandrageeN. I.) <70%
R1b Roland Lee Edgar (Kilkeel N.I.) <70%

A

Finally E3h Stavros the lonelgreekd t hat 6 s
me!

As the table of results show still have no
rmatches. d was rcqncer@du @hatll may ,havevan! |
illegitimate or adopted ancestor in my past, but

to my knowledge this cd@nhbe so after 1780.

Until I make contact with thedgars in Ohiol

wonot know f orcestorewags ai n
iclandnember or not.
I1la
|Egb Steve Edgar (Crewe, UK) 100% E3b
|{a James Edgar (Melville, Can) <70% lla
Robert Allen Edgar <70% |
I1a (Steve) John Edgar (Toronto, Can) <70% Ila
I1c Ellen Walker <70% |
R1b Gwen Edgar (NSW, Aus) <70% R1b
R1b Richard Edgar (Tandragee, N.1.) <70% R1b
I1b Alfred Edgar (Argentina) <70% I1b
I1a Bill (WS) Edgar (Australia) <70% lla
I1a Jacky Edgar (Benagh, N.I.) <70% lla
R1b Roland Lee Edgar (Kilkeel, N.1.) <70% Rlb
| David Edgar (Annalong, N.I.) <70% |

If we work from Richar@ theory of the clan
system, in the 1100surnames were starting to

Haplbgraiged in England, but in Scotland, groups of

people sorted themselves by local grouges
Clans.

It seems more than reasonable that the local
clan leader, an Edgar of I1a haplogroup, was
the landowner in the area. The clan formed
from his tenants / neighbours / friends)d it
seems logical that there were three Celtic folk,
a mid Europeanand a GreekBear in mind
that 1000 years earlier, the Romans had
brought their soldiers in from all over Europe
to occupy Britain. The Clan Edgar homeland is
at Wedderlie this area was the front line,
Hadriarés Wall is only 20 miles south. In fact
the three Celts cddi be a Spanish, a Frenar

an lrish origin. My Greek ancestor arrived this
way. Richards theory of a Kebab Shop on
Hadriars Wall might not be as daft as it
sounds!

E
B

g%ars in Kilkeel are unrelated, as they
Gt they are not unique to thesra¥l

gar clan we know of. It is literally a-re
ggthering of the old clan.






