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In this, the eighth issue of the Edgar Events newsletter, we have the following: Steve 
Edgar looks at some recent happenings with the DNA project, plus he examines an old 
will; a discussion from Frankie Sawyer; some information about what we see on the 
DNA results; and a major announcement from Relative Genetics. Finally, IΩve added a 
couple of interesting photos. 
 

Edgar DNA Project Update 
First from Steve Edgar of Crewe (sometimes known as SUK, and at other times as Stavros the Greek). 
 
As I write this (28th August) the DNA results are coming in with a little more rapidity than they were this 
time last year. After the random tests of Ireland back in May and the recent new results, the DNA 
origins profile still holds strong. RichardΩs (R1b N. Ireland) theory of Roman occupation bringing the 
DNA into Britain is still current and hopefully valid. 
 
In some ways the new results are helping and not helping (if you see what I mean)  
 
I and I1b group 
 

Name 

Case 

Number Match% Haplogroup 

I David Edgar (Annalong N.I.) T089649 100% I 

I John (Archibald John) Edgar (Kilkeel, N.I.) T089650 97.60% I 

I1c Ellen Walker T067331 95.40% I 

I1b Alfred Edgar (Argentina) T082663 83.80% I1b 

I1c Robert Allen Edgar (Sandy Payne) T060817 82.40% I 

 
The I group and the I1b group are showing some good matches, in fact this is the Haplogroup that has 
shown the most progress and is becoming the most widespread throughout the world. At the moment 
we are seeing a 700-year-ago connection at an 82% match. This does fall in with the clan theory; as 
does the I1a group below. Maybe the theory is good? 
 
I1a 
 

Name 

Case 

Number Match% Haplogroup 

I1a Steve (John Stephen) Edgar (Toronto, Can.) T062028 100% I1a 

I1a Bill (William S.) Edgar (Melbourne, Aus.) T083326 83.80% I1a 

I1a Jacky Edgar (Benagh, N.I.) T083900 83.80% I1a 

I1a James Edgar (Melville, Can) T059847 81.40% I1a 

 
No further progress within this group as yet but the result is as near to perfect as we could wish. A 
known, documented connection with Bill, James, and Jacky, which dates to 1750-1800, and the 
average 82% match about 700 years ago. This again dates to the formation of the clan. If we can get 
other groups to match in the same date period, it would go further to back up the clan theory. 
 
E3b 
 



Name 

Case 

Number Match% Haplogroup 

E3b Norman W. Edgar (Georgia, USA) T092665 100% E3b 

E3b Steve Edgar (Crewe, UK) T069824 88.40% E3b 

 
At last!! A match!! I'm not the lonely Greek anymore τ I have family! Juanita Edgar did the test on her 
son Norman (Norman the Greek?) and submitted it out of the blue. All I can say so far is that the match 
is about 1600-50 and is more than likely in Co. Down, N. Ireland (very possibly Scotland at the same 
date). We need another match on this to help. 
 
R1b 
 

Name 

Case 

Number Match% Haplogroup 

R1b Lee (Roland Lee) Edgar (Kilkeel, N.I.) T089648 100% R1b 

R1b Gwen Edgar (NSW, Aus) T069981 < 70% R1b 

R1b Richard Edgar (Tandragee, N.I.)  T075667 < 70% R1b 

R1b Charles Edgar (Frankie Sawyer, TN) T094514 < 70% R1b 

 
This group is showing the most diversity and to date no matches. They are all Celts and the group dates 
back to 130-140,000 years ago. The Celts were at one time colonised all over NW Europe. Within that 
overall group, the various tribes would have split off into different areas. We know this group has 
origins in Ireland, Spain, and France. Is this what we are seeing, the same race, but split too long ago? 
The DNA lab simply does not have enough worldwide R1bs to recognise the sub-groups yet. Maybe in 
the future this will be defined. At the moment, this is showing as four separate Celtic origins in the 
Edgars. 
 
Others 

Name Case Number Match% Haplogroup 

Mel Edgar, Jr. (Cincinnati, OH) PEND-151164 < 70% - 

James Edgar (Glasgow, Scotland) PEND-152635 < 70% - 

 
Still to come are Mel and James's results. Any Bets? 
 
The percentage matches are based on probability and a generation count. The further back in time you 
go, the less reliable the dating is. A generation, in its literal form, is from father to son. If father has a 
son at 20 years old and then the son has a son at 20 years also, then 2 generations are 40 years. But, 
some folk marry at 40 before they start to produce a family, so 2 generations could be as high as 80 
years. James Edgar (your loveable editor) is an example of this, he is the youngest son in the family and 
so was his father; he has a generation slip within his family τ his eldest cousins are old enough to 
almost be his uncles. Thus counting generations with DNA is an accurate count but counted on a 
variable amount. 
 
There are about five more enquiries bubbling away in the background which hopefully will prove to be 
DNA tests. 



The South-East Edgars 
by Frankie Sawyer (whose mother was an Edgar) 
 
Like many other members of the Edgar family, we in the Southeast United States are asking: άWho was 
the progenitor of grandpaΩs, grandpaΩs, grandpa?έ The SE Edgars are said to have come from άthe 
Carolinas.έ But from which Carolina? 
 
The first known Edgar that my line has positively identified was from Walton County, Georgia. His 
name was John Thomas Edgar, b. 1803. John Thomas had a brother named Hugh, perhaps one named 

Absolum, and another named 
Henry. John Thomas married 
Mary Ann (Polly) Holloway in 
1827 and they first appear in 
the 1830 U.S. census in Walton 
County. The parents of both 
John T. and Polly are unknown. 
There were other Edgars in that 
general area, but we cannot 
establish the connection.  
 
At any rate, John T. and Polly 
had eleven children: George, 
Hugh, Henry, James, Clarissa, 
Martha, John, Caroline, Eliza, 
Marion, and Greenberry. They 
were born in the period 1832 to 
1852. After Polly died John T. 
married Atlisa Grubbs or 
Scruggs, and they had one son, 
James Wiley. 

 
Sometime between 1830 and 1850 John T. moved his family to Alabama. They spent a few years in 
Dale County, Alabama (east Alabama), then moved on to west Alabama. By 1860, they returned to 
Coffee County, which adjoins Dale County. John T. died in 1891 and is buried at Old Tabernacle 
Cemetery in Coffee County. Mary Ann preceded him in death by about 18 years. She, too, is buried in 
Old Tabernacle Cemetery, as are the following three generations. 
 
My great grandfather, Hugh Edgar (b. 1834), married Frances Rebecca Holloway, who was, incidentally, 
a niece of his mother, Mary Ann; consequently, Hugh married his first cousin. (My son asked me if IΩd 
counted my fingers and toes!) Hugh and Frances Rebecca were prolific breeders as was the previous 
generation. They had ten children. Their names were Monroe, Jane, John William, Louiza Victoria, 
Matilda, Polly A., Caroline, James Thomas, Ellen, and Henry. 
 
John William, one of HughΩs sons, was my grandfather (b. 1862). He married Evelyn Bradshaw and they 
had five children born in the years 1888 to 1902. Their names were Cassie, Frances, Amanda, James 
Shelley, and Jessie Lee. 


